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THE NATURE OF THE SOVIET THREAT IN THE MILITARY FIELD

There is no evidence that the Sovist Union presently intends
to follow a policy which in their view would invoelve the serious risk
of nucla.ar war with the United States. They most certainly have a
healthy reapect for cur present military capabilities and our great
industrial potential, They recognize that nuclear war at this time
waﬁid result in devastating damage to them. They probably question
their present capability to deal a knockout blow and consequently would
expect that their own devastation under retalistory attack would be very
great,

Comparative estimates of military streagihs do not lie in my

field of particular competence. This much I can say. 1 do not know

of any American experts in the field whose views 1 respect, who take

the position that todsy the Soviet Union has an overail military capability
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superiar to our own. I mysel{ believe that today we have the military

}/‘sl ‘i"«k:, . Vw%-«.&,‘,{“
upper hand, What rightfully concerns us, however, sra certain ;l“ '
Leids
' 5 in Soviet military development, fotbecceneses snxdoxibe danltidot ioc
wetisfiedd Further successes in the ballietic missile fisld would tend
to change the nature of war and to make obaolete certain military
weapons of the past.

The how and arrow, gun powder, avistion, tk!e' tank, heve in the
course of history successively affected the conduct of war. As each
development of this character came along the first tendency was to
try to ignore &x it or decry it. Any military establishment squipped
with certain types of wemm:i and trained in their uae ﬂstsdﬁm
development of wanms which make cbsolete those previously chosen

aiter years of development effort,
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Probably nothing is more distasteful to the stufggi#t of today

than the idea that wars could be fought with aciang%ﬂt“gcdxmn propelisd
against an enemy from thousands of miles a{ ,&i;mw. Wars, terrible
as thay have been in the past, have invgiva& the elements of human
sravery, of initiative, of high st.f:;xiégy and even chivalry. No military
man likes to think that in zhrm generation these elements of his |
profession may be tai{cﬁpﬁ}mm {t., The Cavalry and the battle ship died
hard and no a.irfe)an can be sxpected to have the same interest for a

i
7

ballistic site 3 he has in moedern manned aircraft.
P

P

1 am by no means suggesting that I take seriously Khrushchev's
vemark about treating sircraft as museum pieces. This gquip was
XZ? fiaA .:Liﬁ M
probably (motivated by the desire to downgrade our own Strategic Air

Commaand during a period when the Seviet might be planning to place

mere emphasis on the guided missile at the expense oi the heavy bomber.
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After all, we do not credit the Soviet with the indusirial potentisl

of developing at the same time and with equal priority and on & 3aeaheoms:sxiocnt

armory.
massive scale all possible weapons in the modern military axmuy,

They must make choices just as we, We do have some evidence,
however, that as muchs as a decade ago the Soviet certainly turned to the
guided missile 25 a challenging competitor to the bomber. What we badly

needed back In 1945 after the Germans had opened the door to the future

‘V‘a‘\—;’} ,&Ai&' R
of jet-propulsien was a Billy Miichell for ballistic missiles. P bably

/
wa should have sooner rgéagniud what I believe the 3@%&& took into

account at the snd of World War II, was that the gé}:entiat has become

a4 necessary pnytmr to long rangse phming,&i the field of military

WSAPOnS ug;!‘;tegy. I have little doubt but that Soviet scientiste had s
7 )

rs /
major part & not only in the d’/vuloyment but in the decision factors

13;@5@& up to present $oviﬂ/umpeuuc- in guided missiles.
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